
 
May 26, 2021 

To the saints gathered at 9300 Nels Nelson Road, 

 

Grace to you, and peace in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Last night Session gathered to 
prayerfully discern together next steps for CK Pres in light of recent updates in CDC guidelines. 
Here is a summary of some of the decisions that were made: 

 Masks are now optional for fully vaccinated individuals. The Session felt strongly we 
should not check for vaccination statuses of individuals. We simply—but strongly—urge 
everyone to be honest with this, remembering that we still have vulnerable populations 
among us: the most obvious example being kids who of course cannot get vaccinated. 
We have individuals in our congregation who would desperately love to get vaccinated 
but for a myriad of reasons, their medical providers have counseled against it because of 
something in their medical history. As a church, protecting and taking care of the 
vulnerable is what we do. I, for example, just recently received my second dose and will 
not yet be at the two-week window this Sunday, so you will see me wearing a mask and 
preaching behind a plexiglass screen. I’ll be doing this not so much for my own 
protection as for the protection of others who are unable to get vaccinated. 
 
I’ve also spoken with a number of you who are fully vaccinated but have said you will 
continue to wear masks, regardless. That’s wonderful, and we encourage you to do so. If 
there’s one way I hope and pray we’ve grown together as a church in this past year, it is 
in our ability to commit to one another without judgment over where someone else is 
on this complicated situation. I urge all of us to suspend judgment as to why someone 
may or may not be wearing a mask. There’s always more to the story than our snap 
conclusions. 
 

 There will be a new seating layout in the sanctuary. I am thrilled by the increase of 
individuals we’ve seen on Sunday mornings. It’s been a confirmation of my theology of 
worship that, as thankful as we are for the livestream, our faith is an incarnational faith 
and worship is not something we simply receive to “fill us up,” but is something we 
participate in together in the physical presence of saints. In order to accommodate 
increased numbers, we will have some areas that are grouped more closely together, 
and other areas that will be distanced. I want to emphasize—as strongly as I possibly 
can here—that these will not be “sections,” nor is this about having places for 
“vaccinated” or “non-vaccinated” people to sit. Again, I know we have individuals in our 



 
church who are fully vaccinated but have said they will want to continue sitting 
physically distanced from others. As we all ease back into a new normal, we’re at 
different places in our comfort levels, for many different reasons.  

 There is no longer a cap on group size for meetings in the building. As with the 
Sanctuary, masks will be optional for fully vaccinated individuals, though we encourage 
sensitivity toward all individuals in your group. We will also be making more spaces 
available for meeting besides the Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary, but these must be 
scheduled through Patrice Johnson, our Office Manager. 

 Sorry for the bacon-lovers, but indoor food service is still suspended at this time.  
 As always, our livestream will continue to be available. 
 Since this is a summary, not an exhaustive letter, please direct questions regarding 

choir, children and youth to Glen Milligan, Dani Sharrett and Ty Whitman, 
respectively. 

The apostle Paul writes, in a few places, about all believers being one in Jesus; whether Jew or 
Greek, male or female, slave nor free. We know that Paul surely isn’t saying once Christ 
reconciled humanity to God and to one another on the cross that all distinguishing physical 
markers suddenly vanished. Men continued to look like men, women like women, Jews 
continued to look like Jews, Greeks like Greeks. The challenge for the early church—and for the 
church in all times and places—is to live into the reality of our oneness in Christ, even with 
many physical markers that may tempt us to draw conclusions and categorize. In this moment, 
there is a powerful temptation to draw all sorts conclusions about someone’s beliefs, political 
allegiances, based on whether they are wearing a mask or not. Again, I would encourage all of 
us to remember that there are many different stories in our congregation and if you’re making 
assumptions based on something external like masks or where someone sitting, there’s a good 
bet your assumption is dead wrong. We cannot forget that all are one in Christ Jesus. 

Ephesians 2:14-16, my translation: 

14 Christ is our peace. He made both mask-wearers and non-mask-wearers into one group. With 
his body, he broke down the dividing walls we were using to separate ourselves from one 
another… he created one new person out of what the world wants to cast and categorize into 
two groups, making peace.  He reconciled them both as one body to God by the cross, which 
ended the hostility to God and to one another. 

See you soon, 

 

Pastor Tyler  


