
                                   

The Old Testament
Matthew
And
Intertextuality

                                   



 

“But blessed are your eyes, for 
they see, and your ears, for 
they hear.  Truly I tell you, 
many prophets and righteous 
people longed to see what 
you see, but did not see it, 
and to hear what you hear, 
but did not hear it. 

                                   

                                   Intertextuality 
How One Text 
Uses Another

                                   



                                                                      

“The Lord’s 
Vineyard”

                                                                      Intertextuality
•Quotation
•Citation
•Type
•Allusion
•Echo
•Resonance



                                   Intertextuality
•Quotation
One writer 
uses the exact 
words of 
another 
writer

                                   

Writing of the Immortality 
of Zeus: “In thee we live and 
move and have our being”

                                   Intertextuality
•Citation
One writer 
paraphrases
text from 
another 
writer

                                   “Behold, he comes with the 
myriads of his holy ones, to 
execute judgment on all, and 
to destroy all the wicked, and 
to convict all flesh for all the 
wicked deeds that they have 
done, and the proud and hard 
words that wicked sinners 
spoke against him.” 



                                   Intertextuality
•Allusion
An indirect
connection 
that brings to 
mind text from 
another writer

                                   “Therefore I send you prophets, sages, and scribes, 
some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some 
you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from 
town to town, so that upon you may come all the 
righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of 
righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of 
Barachiah, whom you murdered between the 
sanctuary and the altar. Truly I tell you all this will 
come upon this generation.”

                                   Intertextuality
•Echo
More indirect
& implicit:
a connection 
that brings to 
mind text from 
another writer

                                   

An echo of 
Genesis 1:2 
“and darkness covered 
the face of the deep” 
in Matthew 27:45 
“darkness came over 
the whole land.”  



                                   Tamar
Rahab
Ruth
Bathsheba

                                   Intertextuality
•Type
A comparison or 
contrast of a
person, place, 
or event in  2 
different times

                                                                      
“The Lord your God will raise up for you 
a prophet like me from among you, 
from among Israel; him you shall hear.  

Just as you desired from the Lord your 
God at Horeb on the day of the 
assembly, when you said, ‘Don’t let us 
hear the voice of the Lord God again, 
or see his great fire, or we will die.’



                                   
And (when he heard it) the Lord said to 
me, ‘All that they have said is right. 
I will raise up for them a prophet like 
you from among the people of Israel.  
I will put my words in his mouth, and he 
shall speak to them all that I command.  
And whoever will not give heed to my 
words that prophet will speak in my 
name, I myself will require it of them”

                                   
Pharaoh (king of Egypt) killed 
all the baby boys and ONLY 
Moses is saved 

Herod (King of Israel) kills all 
the baby boys and ONLY 
Jesus is saved 

                                   Moses comes out of Egypt & 
lives in Midian 40 years 
before his ministry begins

Jesus moves out of 
Egypt &  lives in Nazareth 30 
years before his ministry 
begins

                                   God leads Moses and Israel 
into the wilderness

God’s Spirit leads Jesus 
into the wilderness 



                                   Moses goes up a mountain
& teaches 
the 10  commandments
"the law"

Jesus goes up a mountain, 
& teaches 
the 9 beatitudes
"the fulfillment of the law"

                                   The spoken words of Moses 
are collected in 
5 books 

The spoken words of Jesus 
are collected in
5 discourses

                                   Intertextuality
•Resonance
A reader makes a 
connection between 
their experience 
and a text 
Then passes it on.

                                   



                                                                      If, as Christians believe, the 
texts of the OT and NT are 
written not only out of the 
mind of a human author 
inspired by God’s Spirit 
…then perhaps Christian 
readers can perceive 
resonances in the text that 
have not been previously 
recognized.  

                                   Richard Hays speaks at the 
Lanier Theological Library in 
Houston, Texas and is 
introduced by Mark Lanier.  I 
encourage my students to 
watch at least the first 15 
minutes.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=RlRqu0anrF8

                                   

“Do not think that I have come   
  to abolish the law or the 
  prophets; I have come not to 
  abolish but to fulfill them.”

Matthew 5:17




