


WHAT DOES THE LITTLE WORD “OF MEAN?

POSSIBILITY #1 “a function word indicating POSESSION”

THE WORLD OF THE NT = THE WORLD OF THE TEXT / CREATED BY THE TEXT



WHAT DOES THE LITTLE WORD “OF MEAN?

POSSIBILITY #2 “a function word indicating ORIGINATION”

THE WORLD OF THE NT = THE WORLD BEHIND THE TEXT / THE WORLD OF 
THE AUTHOR



WHAT DOES THE LITTLE WORD “OF MEAN?

POSSIBILITY #3 “a function word indicating DERIVATION”

THE WORLD OF THE NT = THE WORLD IN FRONT OF THE TEXT / THE 
WORLD OF THE READER





• Week 2 (5/4): “The Story in Between,” Tyler Kirkpatrick
• Week 3 (5/11): “The Herodian Dynasty, the Sanhedrin, and the Jerusalem 

Power Struggle,” Bill Kettenring
• Week 4 (5/18): “The Literary World of the New Testament,” Dr. Jim Davis
• Week 5 (5/25): “The People of the New Testament World,” Tyler 

Kirkpatrick
• Week 6 (6/1): “The Temple Destroyed and the Pharisee-Christian 

Struggle,” Bill Kettenring



IN TERMS OF SPACE

Each world is a real world 

with dimensions of space and time 

 Historical & Geographical features
 Political & Economic features
 Religious & Philosophical features
 Sexual & racial-ethnic features
 Literary and features that relate to the Arts
 And other cultural, & social features



Last OT Book = Malachi/Daniel circa 450-400 BC / BCE
First NT Book = One of Paul’s Letters circa 48-52 AD / CE

THE WORLD BEHIND THE 
TEXT

THE WORLD IN THE TEXT



When we move from 
the world of the NT itself back 
into the world behind the NT
to study some feature of the text
we trying to understand the text

diachronically
(dia in Greek means “through” 

and chronos means “time.”)





The Woman 
at the Well 
(John 4)



Mark 13:35 NRSV 

“Therefore, keep awake—
for you do not know when the master of the house will come, 
in the evening, 
or at midnight, 
or at cockcrow, 
or at dawn,”



Mark 7:1-3 NRSV 

“Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes 
who had come from Jerusalem gathered around him, 
they noticed that some of his disciples were eating 
with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 
(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat 
unless they thoroughly wash their hands, 
thus observing the tradition of the elders;”



For this people’s heart has grown dull,
and their ears are hard of hearing,

and they have shut their eyes;
Matt. 13:15 / LXX

Make the mind of this people dull,
and stop their ears,
and shut their eyes,

Isaiah 6:10 / MT



“But someone will ask, 
‘How are the dead raised? 
With what kind of body do they come?’  
You foolish person!”

1 Corinthians 15:35



“But someone will ask, 
‘How are the dead raised? 
With what kind of body do they come?’  
You foolish person!”

1 Corinthians 15:35



The Revelation to John

Revelation (ENG) = apokalupsis (GRK)



“5 CLASSIC QUESTIONS” 
ABOUT THE WORLD BEHIND THE TEXT OF A NT BOOK

Who wrote the book – Authorship
Who read the book – Audience
When was the book written – Date
Where was the book written & read – Provenance
Why was the book written – Purpose
How was the book written – Method of Composition  



The world behind the text

A world where written words were meant to be heard 
by reading them aloud.

An “aural” world
Where only the word that is spoken aloud
The written word was lifeless
waiting to be brought to life by giving it a voice 



The situation: 

“A man is living with his father’s wife.  
and you’re arrogant (about it)!  

Shouldn’t you be in mourning (over it)?!  
Shouldn’t you have removed the man 
who has done this from (his place) among all of you?

1 Corinthians 4



Paul’s response part 1: The Judgment

So, AS PRESENT with you 
I have already pronounced judgment 
in the name of the Lord Jesus 
on the man who has done such a thing.  

Paul’s response part 2: The Sentence

When all of you are assembled, 
and MY SPIRIT IS PRESENT
with the power of our Lord Jesus, 
you are to hand this man over to Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh, 
so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 4



Conclusions:

The world behind the text is 
complex, diverse, fascinating and illuminating

Maybe an illustration will help you remember 
Both what it is and how it can work to help us
Dig more fully & more deeply into 
The World Behind the Text 



The situation: 
“A man is living with his father’s wife.  
and you’re arrogant (about it)!  
Shouldn’t you be in mourning (over it) instead?!  
Shouldn’t you have removed the man 
who has done this from (his place) among all of you?

Paul’s response: The Judgment

So, AS PRESENT with you 
I have already pronounced judgment 
in the name of the Lord Jesus 
on the man who has done such a thing.  

Paul’s response: The Sentence

When all of you are assembled, 
and MY SPIRIT IS PRESENT
with the power of our Lord Jesus, 
you are to hand this man over to Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh, 
so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. 

1 Corinthians 4


