
*NOTE: These terms are not easily separable in the ancient world. Separation of church and state, for example, is a modern invention! 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 

This list is far from exhaustive. It’s simply provided to help you disentangle some of the overlapping terms that are used… not an easy task! 
 

 Geographical Definition* Political Definition* Ethnic Definition* Religious 
Definition* 

Israel The area east of the 
Mediterranean and mostly 
west of the Jordan River. 
See also *Palestine 

(1) An association of Twelve Tribes tracing a 
common lineage back to the Patriarchs (esp. 
Jacob/Israel). Date of definition: ca. 1600-1000 
BC 
(2) The united monarchy under Kings Saul, 
David, and Solomon. Date of definition: ca. 
1040BC-930BC  
(3) The northern kingdom (also sometimes called 
Samaria, for its capital) after the monarchy splits 
into north and south. Date of definition: ca. 930 
BC-732 BC. 
(4) The modern-day nation-state in Palestine. Date 
of definition: 1948-present 
 

People who trace 
their ancestry back 
to Abraham and 
more specifically, 
Jacob/Israel. 

 

Israelite   
See *Israel. People fitting under the first three 
definitions. 
 

See *Israel.  

Israeli   
See *Israel. People fitting under the fourth 
definition. 
 

  

Jew   
A derivation from “Judahite,” this is a term that 
refers to the people of God after the exile. Since 
only the Tribe of Judah continues to exist after the 
exile, all people tracing their lineage back to Israel 
are of the Tribe of Judah and hence, “Jews.” 

 
People—after the 
exile—who trace 
their ancestry back 
to Ancient Israel. 

 
Adherents to 
Judaism, the religion 
emerging from the 
Old Testament 
(Hebrew Bible), 
worship of Yahweh 
alone, commitment 
to Torah, etc. 



*NOTE: These terms are not easily separable in the ancient world. Separation of church and state, for example, is a modern invention! 

Judahite/Judean 
(Judean is the 
Greek form of 
Judahite) 

 (1) A member of the Tribe of Judah. Date of 
definition: ca. 1800BC-930BC 
(2) A citizen of the Kingdom of Judah. Date of 
definition: ca. 930-586BC 
(3) Anyone tracing their ancestry back to Ancient 
Israel. Date of definition: ca. 586BC-present 
(though it is gradually and largely is replaced by 
simply “Jew”) 
 

See definition #3 
under political 
category 

 

Judah/Judea  
A region in southern 
Israel/Palestine 

 
(1) One of the Twelve Tribes of ancient Israel 
(2) The southern Kingdom of the divided 
monarchy with Jerusalem as its capital 
 

  

Palestine 
 

 
The area east of the 
Mediterranean and mostly 
west of the Jordan River. 
See also *Israel. Likely 
derives from the word 
Philistine, this was the 
primary title of the region 
from ~450BC to 1948. 

 
A nation-state (recognized as such by 138 
members of the UN) claiming the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip with East Jerusalem as its capital, 
formed in 1988. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


